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these blessings were produced by gome gUPerior Wis- 


_ offended Power, to 0 


 quest all the people to abstain on that day from their 
ordinary gecular pursuits, and to unite at their several 


keeping 


humble discharge of the religious duties proper to that 
velomn occaalon. 


| Nldea and cuNering count to its former ha Ccon- 
: dition of unity and ry FEY 


 cauged the geal of the United States to be affixed. 


| Maroh, in the year of onr Lord 1863 
. | Pendence of the United States wo | 
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 wigiglog Ts Senate of the Dnited States, devoutly | 
recognizing the Supreme Authority and just Govern- 
ment of Almighty God in all the affairs of men and of 
nations, has, by a res8olution, requested the Prezident 
to designate and get apart a day for national prayer 
and humiliation; and waereas it is the duty of nations, 
as well as of men, to own their dependence upon the 


overruling power of God, to confesgs their gins and 
transgressions, in bumble g80rrow, yet with asgured 
hope that genuine repentance will lead to mercy and 
pardon, and to recognize the sublime truth, announced 
in the Holy Scriptares and proven by all history, that 
those nations only are blessed whose God is the Lord ; 

and inasmuch as we know that, by His divine law, 
nations, like individuals, are gubjected to punighments 
and chastisements in this world, may we not justly fear 
that the awful calamity of civil war, Which now deg0- 
lates the land, may be a punishment inflicted upon us 
for our progumptuous 8ins, to the needful end of our 
national reformation as a whole people? We have 

been the regipients of the choicest bounties of Heaven. 

We have been preserved these many years in peace 
and prosperty. We have grown in numbers, wealth 
and power, as no other nation has ever grown, But 
we have forgotten God. We have. forgotten the gra- 
cious hand which preserved us in peace, and multiplied 
and enriched and strengthened us; and we have vainly 
imagined, in the deceiifulness of onr hearts, that all 


dom and virtue of our own, Intoxicated with unbro- 
ken 8nccess, we have become too self-sufficient to feel 
the necessity of redeeming and preserving grace, too 
proud to pray to the God that made us, 

It behooves us, then, to humble ourselves before the 


- mntess our national EF, and to 
pray for 1 


Now, therefore, in eonplicatos with 1 the Wat, and 
fully concurring in the views of the Senate, I do, by 
this my Proclanaanicn, fl designate and. set apart Thurs» 
day, the 30th day of April, 1863, as a day of national 
humiliation, faating Prayer, And I do. hereby re- 
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places of public worship and their res pective homes in 
e day holy to the Lord ani 
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by ca, in in gincerity and truth, let us then 
þ EorIne by the Divine 


88, no less than the 
ation of our now 


Peace, 
In witness whereof, I have hereunto get my hand and 
Done ab the city of Washin 


ashington, this 30th day of 
, and a the inde- 
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. Th. he Independent, 


THE MISSISSIPE 1. 


BY EDNA DEAN PROOTOR. 


— 


Down the silent Miesissippi, with bis saintly goul 
aflame, 

Twice a hundred years are numbered 8ince Mar- 
quette, rejoicing, came, 

AN the winter in his cabin high among the Huron 


80,0WS, 

Gaining lore of forest hunters—tracing maps by fire- 
light glows— 

Offering to the Blessed Virgin morn and evening vow 
- and prayer 

That his eyes might jew the River flowing 8onth- 
ward broad and itir— 

Wondrous grace ! upon its boom, glad beneath the 
gummer blue, 

Lapt in visions, lost in praises, lo! he guides his 
light canoe ! 


Winding *'mid the wooded islands tangled deep with 
musky vines— 

Flower-enchanted, past the prairies with their dim 
horizon linesg— 

By the fierce Missouri water, dark in gorge and cat- 
aract wiles, 

Down from nameless regions rolling, restless, thrize 

a thousand mileg— 

Past Ohio, loveliest river, all its banks afiush with 
T08C, 

While the red bud tints the woodlands and the lavish 
laurel blow s8— 

_.. By the belts of odorous cedar—throagh the CyPress- 
8wamps below, 

Till he greets its wider grandeur, knows the 8ecret 
of its flow ; 

Fainting then from gummer fervors, homeward turns 
in sacred awe, 

Dying humbly 'mid the Hurons by the windy Mar k- 
inaw. 


Then La Salle, th firm, the ſearless, took the Father's 
idle oar ; 

Longing for the larger splen wy listeaing for the 
ocean roar! 

Under Bluffs that seek. the bounty of the upper 
Shores to win— 

Past the Arkansas, slow-drifting with its mountain 
tribute in— 

By the bend where 8a4d De Soto, with his high Cas- 
tilian pride, 

Lulled for ever and lamented, sleeps, a king, beneath 
the tide— 

Through the forests, perfame-haunted, weird moss 
waving to and fro— 

(There the cottonwood towers stately, and the tall 
magnolias blow !)— 

Past the bayous, still and gomber, where the alligator 
s&wims, 

And at noonday, en the ghore, the paroquet his plum- 
age trimsg— 

Glidingdown by green 8avannas—ho ! the wind blows 
cool and free ! 

Bright, b&yond, the Gulf is gleaming—lo! the River 
finds the Sea ! 

Out of my8tery, out of silence, now the mighty 
stream is wWol— 

Rear the cross, O joyful Boatman! chant sweet 
bymns at 8et of 8un ! 


Ab, La Salle, Marquette, De Soto ! boatmen bold in | 


gong and s8tory, 

Lighting up the river romance there are later deeds 
of glory. 

Lonely was the stream, the forest, as ye dropped, 
with measured calm, 

Pown to golden zones of gummer throughſhe fresh 
world's breeze and balm ;— 

Now . a nation builds its borders : 
fleets basten down 

With the sheaves of masy a prairie, with the wealth 
of many a town ; 

Deeks piled high from warmer harvest-fields of cot- 
ton ard of cane— 

Enowy bales in avalanches s8liding 8wift their marts 
to gain, — 

Past the 82a craft, inland s8ailing, past the shifting 
kharbor-bars, 

Ont. across the Gult, the ocean, under lustrous tropic 
Stars. 


now AF great 


Will ye trust the strange recital—tale that only fiend 
ghould tell ? 

When the nation's morn was fairest, black the night 
of Treason fell ! 

Traitors claiming all the South-land, and the River 
once 80 free, 

Under forts and frowning ridges, rolling, alien, to the 
8ea |! 

Freedom's banner madly trampled, and the motio 
flaunted high, 

© On the Slave we found Dominion—who $hall Gare 
our right deny ?” 


God of Justice ! how our rally rang through all the 
startled air ! 

Million-voiced, the North made answer, rising calm 
and strong from prayer ! 

Caught the rifle, clasped the saber, put the pen, the 
plowshare by— 

Fathers, brothers, surging Southward when they 
heard the gathering cry, 

Till, from green Dakotah uplands to the rocky isles 
of Maine, 

Every hamlet, every city, lent its bravest to the 
train— 

Freedom's flag above them waving, freedom's SONgS 
triumphant sung, 

Ne'er, I ween, to such an army, foe the gage of battle 
flung. 


Then they saw the captive River, and from every 
port and bay 
Summoned straight each armed vessel that at anchor 
watchiug lay ;— 
From Pacific, from the islands where the spice winds 
goftly blow, 
Off the 8ultry Afric border, shores where Europe's 
olives grow. 
All wo few,—in hillside pastures 'neath the ax the 
stout oaks ree), 
Pines of Saginaw and Saco hewn for masts to meet 
the keel. 
Night and day the roaring forges shape the anchor, 
weld the chain, 
Round the ball, and cast the cannon, Q their glows 
8hall not be vain ! 
Day and night the engines labor, hammers ring and 
shutties fly, 
Till the avenging fleet is fashioned, Southward 8et, 
with colors high. 
Homeward come the eager war 8hips, scattered wide 
in ſoreign 8eas,— 
Past the lndies, through the Gulf-way, all their can- 
vas to the breeze ! 
Right across the s8andy shallows, up the channel 
| broad and deep,— 
Hark | their eannon's judgment thunder wakes the 
—_ traitor city's s8leep ! 
Moated Jackson, strong St. Philip! ye were weak 
and powerless then ; 
Low must erumble wall and bastion had ye thrice 
ten thousand men. 
Ye may man your casemates newly, hurl your shots 
like hellish rain, — 
Bweep me ny Fa in fiery cireles, strewing all your 
with 
Oo COTS never anchored off the Nile or 


Bee! wy proto tho fortreas, otoady, stormed 
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| O-such men were never marshaled on the. deck « for | 


siege or 8Jaughter— 1 

Thick how sank the bold Varuna, hero-freighted, 
'neath the water! | | 

Forts are silenced, fleets are vanquisbed, shot nor. 

* flame can bear them down; 

Now, to God alone be glory safe they come before 
the town. 

O, the ſos by tent and fireside learned full well what 
Treason means, 

When the cannon, wrathful, deadly, lined the wharves 
of New Orleans ; 

When they heard the rapturous music, caught the ] 
crews? victorious cheer, 

As again, on dome and fortress, ro8e the old flag, 
floating clear ; 

Saw the pale, bewildered army flee in terror and 
dismay ; 

Now, to God alone be glory, 'twas a proud and joy- 
ſal day ! 


From $t. Louis, down the River, nobty manned, the | 
Gun- boats move ; | 
Woe to ſort and recreant city when they round their | 
prows above ! 


Ab, what valer scized the islaacs—boasting Memphis 


gained again— 

Wrapt the rebel ships in ruin, wave and flame our 
allies then. 

Mile by mile the engry current from its hated rule 
they free, 

Till the fleet that left the prairies meets the fleet that 
8ailed from 8ea ! 


« Patience yet, O greeting sailors! mark ! Port Hud- 
80n, Vicksburg, wait 

Grimly couched on 8avage highlands, sworn to guard/ 
the river-gate. 

Call the 80Idiers from their camp-fires! man the guns! 

Lere's. work. to.do . 

fy6"this .barred and gloomy water you may eaff 
unchallerged through.” 

Then beneath the bluffs they anchored, while their 
armies in the rear 

Made ths prisoped traitors tremble, slowly, surely, 
drawing near. 

How we waited for the tidings! 
yield ?” we cried, 

« Must we hold them s8till beleaguered, hopeless, 
starving in their pride ?” 


«Will they never 


Spring went fruitless down to 8ummer ; 'twas the 
Fourth day of July ; 

When, to 8well the roar of cannon, and the anthems 
pealing high, 

Sudden flashed the words of triumph, lightning-borne 
from town to town, 

« Haughty Vicksburg has surrendered ; we have 
torn their colors down !” 

And again, in clearest echo, ere the clamorous joy 
was 8till, 

«We are masters of Port Hudson and the River 8a | 
at will !” 

Ro from Traitor's grasp for ever was the Mississippi 
won ; 

Pcaise the Lord, O &honting People ! round the world 
the Had news run ! *L 


By the wave or in the woodland slumber MY; 
Bontmen bold ! 


Seaward down, through loyal levels, rolls the River } 


as of old ! 

Roſts the River, 8wiſt, resistless, s:orning bounds 
and forts and foes, 

Undivided from the Passes to Ttasca's lone repvoc. 

Hark! a murmur of thanksgiving ! all its waves in 
Wusic flow— 

Ransomed banks lean o'er to listen—joyous winds 
harmonious blow ! 

On its breast in grander plenty through the ages yet 
unborn, 

Still shaWflgat the teeming harvests—fairest cotton, 
goldM corn— 

Cities. gleam and orchards blossom, woodmen open 
to the 8un 


»Leagures of lowland, breadths of forest, where its 


tribute rivers run, 

Till a free and happy people fill the valley rich and 
wide, 

From the eprings of great Mis8ouri far to Alleghany's 
Side ; 

While above them, all unclouded, done with war and 
envious Jars, 

Brighter through the circling ages 8hine the glorious 
Stripes and Stars ! 


Then amid the yellow whea'*-fields as they reap in 
SUMmer days— 

Heap, when harvest moons are 8hining, rustling 
sheaves of ripened maize— 

Pluck the grapes from purple hillsides when the vin- 
tage crowns the year— 

Grind the cane and house the cotton that has cost 
no bondman dear— 

Choose untrammeled, righteous rulers, fit the coun- 
try's name to bear— 

Hear the bells from bluff and prairie through the hush 
of Sabbath air— 

Shall they tell the thrilling story of the twice-won 
River o'er, 

And the Boatman and the Soldier honored be ſor 
evermore ! 

In the nation's 8ong and record, freighted proge and 
winged rhyme, 

Light cance and war-ship gliding, hallowed, dowa 
the 8tream of time ! 


WzuLL, we have been taking another lesson ; as 
we grow older, lesxons come thicker-and faster, 
perhaps harder, but as I have before remarked, 
it 15 very slow work to educate @ nation. The 
* four days of July ” have made this a very mark- 
ed week, all have felt more or less; but a very 
impress8ive lesxon has been furnished to the good 
men, the business men, the responsible men of 
the city of New York, and they will not forbid 
that others shall-share the benefits of their expe- 
Tience. 

Their homes have been in danger; they have 
had to rally and organize to protect their homes ; 
their places of business have been threatened—-- 
they have closed them and gathered to defend 
them ; their lives have been threatened—they 
have armed themselves against murderous at- 
tacks. 

Why has all this been? The answer is no 
new thing : beeause they have not done their 
duty—they have let the government, the power, 
slip through their fingers and fall into unworthy 
hands. We have called ourselves & 8elf- 
governing people, and 80 we 8hould be— 
and 80 long as the instinet of gelf-preservation 
ruled them, men did their part. But things began 
to go 8gmoothly. We were really ailing in a very 
calm and quiet ea, and it was too much trouble to 
hold the helm and mind the ropes. So, like the 
men in the parable, some bent their way to their 
farms and others to their merchandise, forgetful 
that there were other duties besides thees to our- 
zelves. 

Of course there were plenty who were willing 


.to rule, and 80 they quietly put themselves in 


command. Then politics became © dirty busi- 
ness.” The devil himself was willing to give a | 
bad name where it would leave 80 much power 
in his hands and those of his servants. I 
We all know how it has been, 'and now we | 
have the reeult—and as Oe is the beat 
policy,” zo the *right way 2 mL 


: - pap=mpq x 


: s they have been able, by bribes and falseh 
induce to work with them for these evil purposes. 
Arother 8uch storm is now impending over us. _ A 
new civil governor of the Nestorians is announced, 
and we had h (vainly enongh, to be 8ure) that 
his coming might bring with it 8ome relief to these 
z8ed Christians ; but 80 far from that, he comes 
armed with a royal firman, obtained through the 
agencies above named, whose object is to break up 
dux mission. 
| By the terms of this firman, we are not: only pro- 
hibited from proselyting, (while the Catholics are 
Specified as an acknowledged Christian 8e2:t in the 
ountry,) but are peremptorily forbidden © to preach 
or exhort.” Our schools are required to be reduced 
to the number of 150 pupils all told, instead of the 
twelve or fifteen hundred which we have had in for- 
mer years. Our evangelists are forbidden to go 
forth, and our press is forbidden to print, except by 
gpecial permission of the Persian agent, who is a tool 
of the Jesuits. 
* Such is the iniquitous programme; and a com- 
'mencement is already made of breaking up our 
gchools and imprisoning and fining our teachers. Such 
is the 8avage vandalism 8ent to Mohammedan Persia 
from civilized France in the last half of the XIXth 
century ! 

After having preached the Gospel among the Nes- 
torians for thirty years, without let or hindrance, are 
our lips to be thus 8ummarily sealed? Are we to be 
compelled to cease preachivg and exhorting men to 
repentance unto salvation at the dictation of French 
Jeguits? We do not believe that God will suffer the 
Satanic scheme to prosper. We will look up unto 
the hills from whence our help cometh in this period 
df trial. He who has before carried us unharmed 

brough many a 8torm, raiged against us by the 8ame 
enemies of all righteousness, will, we trust, not aban- 
Jon his cause to be destroyed, or s8eriously injured, 
dy these formidable agents of evil, Nay, we will 
hope that 

* The clouds we $0 much dread 
Are big with mercy, and will break 
With blessings on our head.” 

" Under God, we look to the British Embassy in 
Persia. instrumentally, for 8uczcor and relief, as in 
bur ſormer experience of this kind. We have no 
reason to doubt the same kind disposition of British 
dfficials in this country toward us and our missi on- 
1y work, which they have ever manifested. And 
may I not be excugsed for repeating, in this connection, 
what I often reiterated in your columns and elze- 
where while in America, my belief that the great 
neart of England beats kindly and warmly toward 
he kindred land, which we humbly represent in this 
listant clime, in its pending life-struggle, however 
much it may have been belied by a migchtevous press, 
a malevolent aristocracy, or a jealous Government ? 
T am thankful to see that that great heart of England 
is at length stirred to its deep foundations, and is 
lifting up its voice as the voice of many waters—1 
voice that will wax louder and louder, as we mor? 
and more clearly deserve its sympathy by taking th 2 
right ground against «& the 8um of all villainies,” 
which has involved our land in such dire calamities. 

Permit me, through you, to bespeak the specia! 
prayers of the churches in our behalf, while passing 
through the ordeal which now threatens us. We 
trust that he who has shielded us in six troubles, 
will not desert us in seven—nay, that the things 
which s8hall happen unto us will tara out rather unto 
the ſurtherance of the Gospel. But God will be in- 
quired of by his people to do these things for them. 
Our work, with the exception of these Papal onsets, 
is in a bighly encouraging state. 

Very truly yours, 
" 4 


Þ 
| SILIT. 


Lo 


OUR WESTERN CORRESPONDENCE. 


To tns Evitors OF Tas INDEPENDENT : 

We have just had a pleasant exhibition of church 
fellowship in the ordination by an ecclesiastical 
council, at the First Congregational church of this 
city, of Mr. A. T. Needham, a local preacher in the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. As a sergeant in one 


of the Illinois regiments he had 80 commended him- 
8elf to his comrades that upon the occurrence of a 
vacancy in the chaplaincy of their regiment, he was 
invited by all the officers to fill that place. But in 
order to this, it was necessary that he should be 
ordained ; yet this, in the interim of Conference, 
could not be done, and 80 it was 8nggested that the 
Congregationalists could serve their Methodist breth- 
ren in the matter. The Congregational churches of 
the city and a half-dozen Methodist, churches were 
invited. The sermon was preached by Rev. Dr. J. 
Haven ; the charge given by Rev. Dr. W. W. Patton, 
pastor of the church calling the council; and the 
right hand of fellowship by Rey G. R. Shipherd. A 
large audience was present, and the s8ervices were 
uncommonly solermn and interesting. 

According to its custotn, the aboye-named church 
held a meeting to pray ſer our country and for the 
8lave on the Fourth of July. Well it would be if 
guch were a common practice in the churches of our 
land. The 8ame church has just cleared off a small 
balance of debt, and bought a lot in the rear of their 
| edifice, with a view to the future enlargement of 
their accommodations. The New England church 
has als bought a new lot for the purpose of erecting 
a Rew house of worship, and has procured an organ. 
The Plymouth church has purchased a very eligible 
twenty-thousand-dollar lot, corner of Wabash avenue 
and Jackson street, and has provided for one-half of 
the payment. The Salem church—Rev. S. S. Smith, 
lately of Warren, Wis., minister—is enlarging its 
house. This all indicates progress and hopefſulness 
among the Puritan churches of this city. 

The Congregational churches of - Poplar Grove, 
Huntley, and Neponset are engaged in building 
houses of worship, encouraged in the 8ame by the 
expectation of aid from the Congregational Union. 
Several other churches in Northern Illinois are con- 
templatinrg the 8same work. The Congregational 
church in Viroqua, Vernon co., Wis, is now laying 
the foundation for a stone edifice, after the fine model 
of that in Batavia, Ill. These are all most worthy 
undertakings. Aside from the positive assistance 
furnished by the Union, many churches are by it 
stimulated- to build when otherwise they would not 
undertake. Mr. Langworthy's work is the right- 
hand helper of home missions : it is patriotic ; it is 
nobly Ohristian. I hope 800n to collate and present 
gome facts that show the wisdom of this enterprise. 

Rev. E.9J. Alden was by council installed pastor of 

he Congregational church of Sycamore, IN., on the 
1st ingtant. Sermon, Rev. Dr. J. Haven, upon the 
Nature of the Sufferings of Christ ; Installing Prayer, 
Rev. N. C. Clark ; Charge, Rev. W. W. Small; 
Right Hand, Rev. W. A. Lloyd; Address to the 
People, Rev. L. B. Lane. Mr. Alden has already 
labored two years in this parish.” The village, de- 
lightful and prosperous, is a county 8eat, and, with a 
8ociety that is large and comparatively wealthy, it 
affords a fine field of labor. It is to be hoped that 
the chureh 80 greatly favored will not shrink from 
that 8elf-reliance and self-denial which are necesgary 
to a generous 8upport of the Guspel among them. 
Rev. H. BE. Barnes has resigned the chaplaincy of 
the 72d Illinois, and will complete his course of study 
in the Chicago Theological Seminary. Rev. S. 8. 
Monrill, a graduate of the same institution, and for 
the last year and a half chaplain of an Nlinois regi- 
ment, has again resigned the pastorate at Malden, 
Il., but the church, with a patriotic and self-denying 
spizit, declines to acceps the resignation, and extends 
his leave of absence 8till further. Rev. W. E. Mer- 
riman has resigned the pastorate at Green Bay, 
Wis., to accept the Presidency of Brockway College 
at Ripon, in the 8ame state. He brings to the 8ta- 
tion a large ability, fine culture, a winsome s&pirit, 
ard common 8sense. If he shall-make of the insti. 
tution no more than a Phillips Aeademy, he will have 
done a noble work for Christian education in that 
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catholicity of feeling. attend eo. 
etivgs of both ; and the church 00J05s 
2ace and ny In Minois, at Joliet, there is 
one of the oldest Con tional churches in the 
= =_ Ne OO A i was connected _—_ 
ery before there was any oin- 
tion organized in this regien ; the —__ —_ J. 
Kidd, a Scotchman, is a propagandist- only of the 
Gospel ; while the church abides in its sympathy 
with the Am. Home Missionary Society, which for 
wany years was its benefactor. At Polo, there is a 
large ard flonrishing independent Presbyterian 
church, made up very largely of Congregational 
material, while the business is done both by a ses- 
gion and the brotherhood; the pastor, Rev. W. E. 
Holyoke. is a member of As80ciation. Now that the 
Plan of Urion is no jonger regarded by either of the 
parties thereto and that the General As3embly has 
withdrawn from eo-operation in home missions, is it 
rot a question worlhy of the congideration of these 
churches, whether they should not put themselves 
into 8uch a shape as to fall readily into Che eccles- 
iastical relation to which they naturally belong ? 
Their position is now one of is0lation. Though they 
may not have favored the 8eparation which has 
occurred, they may yet acquiesce in it as a foregone 
conclusion. A brother in oxe of these churches in 
New York s8aid: ©*&I am tire& of boarding out; .I 
thick we had better set up housekeeping for our- 
8elves.” 

Rev. Theron Baldwin, one of the seven who 
banded themselves together in Yale College to 8et 
up educational institutions in Illinois, who started 
the Monticello Female Seminary, who was one of 
the founders of Illinois College, and who was the 
father, and has ever been the actuary of the Amer- 
ican College Society, has just returned from a tour 
West to visit his colleges, and © to 8ee how they do.” 
The Puritan College, not upon the secular or politi- 
ca], but upon the Christian basis, is under God to be 
one of the great instrumentalities for the . 
of the West. The East can never supply the West 
with educated men. They must be trained up upon 
the 8oil. The good already accomplished through 
the fostering care of the East over our incipient in- 
s{itutions is utterly incalculable, and must increase 
in a rapid ratio. 

At the recent commencement of Beloit College, of 
the 24 who entered, 12 young men were graduated, 
7 of the original number being in the army. The 
College has had in all 61 representatives in the army. 
Gererals Pope and Smith were present. ,The degree 


| of LL.D. was conferred upon Judge David Davis 


and Gov. Richard Yates. The President's baccalau- 
reate ably and clearly argued that the full recogai- 
tion of God's direct agency in all the affairs of men 
is a prime element of wisdom. Rev. W. D. L. Love 
addressed the Missionary Society, and Hon, T. O. 
Howe the Archean Pociety, and Rev. BE, H. Avery 
the Alumni Pres. Chapin is about to make an effort 
to raise $50,000 for the endowment of the College, 
$10,000 having been s8ent to him for this purpose by 
an unknown friend. Marietta College has just grad- 
uated 15 young men. Rev. 8. Wolcott delivered an 
address npon the © Demends of our country on its 
8cholars at this time.” A copy was requested for 
publication. Rev. Dr. Pratt lectured upon the value 
of man, and H. MK. Whitton, Esq., upon historic pre- 
diction. The degree of D.D. was conferred upon 
Rev. Samuel Wolcott of Cleveland and Rev, J. G. 
Atterbury of New Albany, Ind. Miami University 
graduated 18 young men—9 from the 8cieatitic de- 
partment. Of Indiana College commencement at 
Southbend, IT have only learned that Prof. Kinsley, for- 
merly a student at Oberlin, delivered the baccalau- 
reate Pre.cR19., 
CnrcaGo P.-0., Box 4,346, 


CONGREGATIONAL. 


Cnvrcn Unity —The church of the living God, 
we know, has ever been one, and can never be more 
than one. From this, a sect ever has been, and ever 
must be, a very different thing, whether you call it 
«the church” with or without the use of an inter- 
vening adjective. ; 

We are glad to see the Moderator of the Ag8embly 

g8peak of © our churches.” Tt bespeaks the right 
8ort of an influence in his early training. May we 
not, as Corgregationalists, speak of Presbyterians 
of all orders as «© our churches?” Have we no 
rights, no claims, no privileges, and no duties in that 
direction? We were many of us born, baptized, and 
educated under the s8ame auspices, in the same 
churches and schools, and by the 8ame pastors and 
teachers. Are any of us to be justly reproached 
because, in coming to the West during the last quar- 
ter of a century, we have been unwilling to identify 
ourselves with either party in a quarrel which it is 
now confessed on all hands 8hould never have had 
any existence? May it not at least now, if never 
before, be imagined that intelligent ministers of the 
Gospe)l, in coming from New England to the West, 
have retained the notions of church-polity under 
Which they were educated, not because they were 
the agents or victims of 8ome adroitly managed 
ecclesiastical conspiracy, but 8imply because from 
both their habits and training they were wholly un- 
fitted for anything of the kind ? 
” Time is a truth-teller. © Bitter words” and accu- 
satiors may be repented of and forgiven of God and 
forgotten by men, but the great lessons of history 
Shall be treasured up and remembered on account of 
the wisdom which we can derive from no other 
Source 80 well as experience. None will rejoice 
more sincerely than Congregationalists in view of 
the hope that a day is rapidly approaching when we 
Shall have at least one 8ect less in the bogom of our 
common Christianity.—7owa Newsletter. 


MASSACHUSETTS—WorcrxsTER, —Rev. Edward 
Ashley Walker was ordained, July 2, as pastor of 
the O1d South chureh in Worcester. Public 8ervices 
as follows : ; 

Reading of the Scriptures and Prayer, Rev William Phipps 
of Faxton ; Sermon, Rev. Willard Child, D.D., of Castleton, 
Vt.. (father-in-law of the candidate ;) Installing Prayer, 
Rev. Seth Sweetser. D.D., of Worcester ; Charge to the Pas- 
tor, Rev. Noah Porter, D.D., of Yale College ; Right Hand of 
Fellowship, Rev. Geo. B, Bacon of Orange Valley, N. J, 
(son of Dr. Bacon of New Haven ;) Address to the People, 
Rev. Leonard Bacon, D.D., of New Haven ; Concluding 
Prayer, Rev. W. P., Paine, D.D., of Holden. 

The exercises were all of a most interesting 
ckaracter, although lacking in the first quality of such 
proceedings, viz., brevity. Notwithstanding the 
large majority of this church parted with deep re- 
Inctance from their former esteemed pastor, Rev. 
Horace James, who is now laboring most 8uccessfully 
in his country's as well as his Master's service, It may 
be congratulated upon its unanimity in the choice of 
its present pastor, and the prospect it has of undis- 
turbed peace and continued usefulness. This ancient 
Society celebrates the centennial anniversary of the 
building of its house of worship in September next.— 
Congregationalist. 


WELLFLEET,—Mr. George F. Walker was ordained 
pastor of the church July 2. 

Reading of the Scriptures and Prayer, Rev, P Bates of 
North Truro ; Sermon, Rev. Sewell Harding of Auburndale, 
from 2 &or, iv. 5, (first clause;) Installing Prayer. Rev. E. 
W. Noble of Truro ; Charge to the Pastor, Rev. 0. Myrick of 
Provincetown; Fellowship of the Churches, Rev. W. E. 
Caldwell of South Wellfleet; Address to the People, Rev. 0. 
H. White of Jamaica Plain ; Concluding Prayer, Rev. A. 
N. Bodfish of the Methodist Episcopal church, Wellfleet. 

STURBRIDGE,—Rev. Marshall B. Angier, late of 
Neponset Village, was installed over the Congrega- 
tional church in Sturbridge, July 1. Rev. Eber Car- 
penter of Southbridge was moderator of the council, 
and Rev. C. M. Hyde of Brimfield, scribe: The public 
exercises were as follows : 

Invocation, Rev, J. Cruickshanks of Spencer ; Reading 
Scripture, Rev, Joshua Coit of Brookfield ; Sermon, from 
Rom. i. 16, Rev, I. N. Tarbox of Boston ; Installing Prayer. 
Rev. Jobn Haven of Charlton ; Charge to the Pastor, Rev. 
C. Cushing of North Bfookfield ; Right Hand, Rev. T. G. 
Colton of Moneon ; Address to the People. Rev. A. E. P. 
Perkins of Ware ; Concluding Prayer, Rev. C. M. Hyde. 

The Charge and Right Hand were by college class- 
mates of the candidate, and the Sermon by a college 
instru*tor. This, together with the delightful day, 
the large congregation, and other auspicious circum- 
8tances, rendered the oceasion one of special interest. 


CONNECTICUT—EasT Wixp80R SEMINARY.—Mr. 
Isreel Carlton, who has just graduated at the Theo- 
logical Seminary at East Windsor Hill, Conn., has ac- 
cepted a call to 8ettle uver the church in East Glas- 
tenbury. Of the other members of the class, Mr. 
Henry J. Hyde has engaged to 8upply the church at 
West Woodstock for a year. One of them is preach- 
ing as stated supply in Ashburnham, Mass., and the 
others have engagements for 'a longer or 8horter 
period.— Recorder. 


TxnRYVILLE.—Rev. Franklin A. Spencer, late of 


.New Hartford, Ct., was installed pastor of the church 


in Terryville, (Plymouth,) June 24. 
Reading of the Scriptures, Rev, Levi L. Paine of 
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THE MISSISSIPPI. 


BY EDNA DEAN PROCTOR, 


—— 


Down the silent Mississippi, with his saintly goul 


aflame, 

Twice a hundred years are numbered gince Mar- 

 _quette, rejoicing, came. 

AN the winter in his cabin high among the Huron 
810WS 

Gaining lore of ſorest hunters—tracing maps by fire- 
light glows — 

Offering to the Blessed Virgin morn and evening vow 
and prayer 

That his eyes might 1 
ward broad and ifiir— 

Wondrous grace ! upon its bosom, glad beneath the 
SUMMer blue, 

Lapt in visions, lost in praises, lo! he guides his 
light canoe ! 


Winding *mid the wooded islands tangled deep with 
musky vites— 

Flower-enchanted, past the prairies with their dim 
horizon lines— 

By the fierce Miss0uri water, dark in gorge and cat- 
aract wiles, 

Down from nameless regions rolling, restless, thrize 
a thousand milesg— | 

Past Ohio, loveliest river, all 1:8 banks afiush with 
TOSC, 

While the red- bud tints the woodlands and the lavish 
laurel blow 8— 

_ By the belts of odorous cedar—throagh the Cypress- 
$8wamps below, 

Till he greets its wider grandeur, knows the 8ecret 
of its flow ; 

Fainting then from gummer fervors, homeward turns 

in 8acred awe, 

Dying humbly 'mid the Hurons by the windy Mack- 

inaw. 


Then La Salle, th+ firm, the fearless, took the Father's 
idle oar ; 

Longing for the larger s8plendor, listening for the 
ocean roar! 

Under Bluffs that seek the beauty. of the upper 
Shores to win— 

Past the ArFkansas, slow-drifting with its mountain 
tribute in-— 

By the bend where 8ad De Soto, with his high Cas- 
tilian pride, 

Lulled for ever and lamented, sleeps, a 
the tide— 

Through the forests, perfume-haunted, weird moss 
waving to and iro— 

(There the cottonwood towers stately, and the tall 
magnolias blow !)— 


king, beneath 


8&wims, 


age trimg— 


Glidingdown by green 8avannas—ho ! the wind blows 


cool and free ! 


Bright, b&yond, the Gulf is gleaming—lo! the River 
finds the Sea! 


| Out of myStery, out of silence, now the mighty ' 


stream is wot— 
Rear the. cross, O Joyful Boatman! chant sweet 
hymns at 8et of 8un ! 


Ab, La Salle, Marquette, De Soto! boatmen bold in | 


gong and Story, 


Lighting up the river romance there are later deeds | | 


of glory. 
Lonely was the stream, the forest, as ye enoyped 
with measured calm” © * TR 


world's breeze and balm ;— ; 

Now. a tiation builds its borders; 1 
fleets basten down 

With the sheaves of masy a prairie, with the wealth 
of many a town ; 

Deeks piled high from warmer harvest-fields of cot- 
ton ard of cane— 

nowy bales in avalanches sliding 8wift their marts 

F to gain, — 


'Past the 82a eraſt, inland 8ailing, past wo Shifting 


- karbor-bars, 
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iew the River flowing 80uth- | 


* 


8iege or 8Jaughter— 
Thirk how sank the bold Varuna, hero-freighted, 
| 'neath the water! 
" flame can bear them down:; 
the town. 


Treason means, 


Forts are 8ilenced, fleets are vanquished, shot nor | 


| 0 __ men were never marshaled on the deck for | 


| 


Now, to God alone be glory ! safe they come before | 
O, the ſos by tent and fireside learned full well what | 


When the cannon, wrathful, deadly, lined the wharves - | 


of New. Orleans ; 
When they heard the rapturous music, caught the 
crews? victorious cheer, 


floating clear ; 
Saw the pale, bewildered army flee in terror and 
diemay ; 


ful day ! 


From S$t. Louis, down the River, nobty manned, the - 


Gun- boats move ; 

Woe to ſort and recreant city when they round their 
prows above ! 

Ab, what valer seized the islaads—boasting Memphis 

gained again— 

Wrapt the rebel s8hips in ruin, Wave and flame our 
allies then. 

Kile by mile the engry current from its hated rule | 
they free, 

Till the fleet that left the prairies meets the fleet that 
8ailed from 8ea ! 


« Patience yet, O greeting sailors ! mark ! Port Had- 
80n, Vicksburg, wait 

Grimly couched on savage highlands, 8WoOrn to guard/ 
the river-gate. 


Lere's work. to.Co . 
Fre this barred and gloomy water you may "all 
unchallenged through.” 
Then beneath the bluffs they anchored, while their 
armies in the rear 
Made ths prisoned traitors tremble, glowly, surely, 
drawing near. 


yield ?? we cried, 


Starving in their pride ?” 


Fourth day of July ; 

When, to 8well the roar of cannon, and the anthems 
pealing high, 

Sudden flashed the words of triumph, lightning-borne 
from town to town, 


torn their colors down !” 


And again, in clearest echo, ere the Jae td 
was 8till, 


| © We are masters of Port Hudson and the River gall | 


at will !” 


| 80 from Traitor's grasp for ever was the Mississippi 
" Past the bayous, still and gomber, where the alligator | 


WOnn ; 9 


| Praise the Lord, O &honting People ! round the world 
_ Andat noonday, en the ghore, the paroquet his pluma- - 


the gind news run ! ; 
Wi 


By the wave or in the 
F Bontmen bold ! 


How we waited for the tidings! © Will they never 


« Haughty Vicksburg has g8urrendered ; we have 


As again, on dome and fortress, rose the old flag, | 


Now, to. God alone be glory, 'twas a proud and joy- | 


Call the 80ldiers from their camp-fires ! man 1 the guRs t | 


« Must we hold them s8till beleaguered, hopeless, 


Spring went fruitless down to 8ummer; 'twas the | 


4 


: gp 6 
woodland 8lumber «til, 0 J- 


Seaward down, through loyal levels, rolls the River? i 


as of old ! 


| Rolts the River, 8wift, resistless, Scorning bounds | 


and forts and toes, 
, Undivided from the Pagses to Ttasca's lono DD 


| Hark! a murmur of thanksgiving ! all its waves in 


music flow— 
Ransomed banks lean o'er to listen—joyous winds. 


| harmonious blow! | 
On its breast in grander plenty through the ages yet 


unborn, 
Still $ha the teeming harvests—fairest cotton, 
goldM corn— 2 


Cities. gleam and orchards blogsom, woodmen open 
to the 8un 


tribute rivers run, 
wide, 

8ﬀide; 

envious Jars, 


 'Etripes and Stars ! 
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"4 "Leagues of lowland, breadths of forest, where its | 
Till a free and happy people fill the valley rich and 
From the springs of great Missouri far to Alleghany” s | 
While above them, all unclouded, done with war and ; 


Brighter through the circling ages 8hine the glorious | 


' A Eh 


| Then amid the yellow wheat-felds « as «they reap in | 
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age trims— 

Glidingdown by green oo the wind blows 
| ] and free ! 

ond, the Gulf is gleaming—10! the River 
| the Sen! 
. out of mystery, out of 8iflence, now the mighty ' 
stream is woh— 
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| > "_ wave or in the woodland slumber sf ol 

*..- Bontmen bold! "uf 

 $eaward down, through loyal levels, rolls the F 

4 as of old ! s 

Roſs the River, 8wiſt, resistless, Scorning bounds 
and forts and foes, 


Rear the. cross, O joyful Boatman! chant 8weet | Undivided from the Pagses to Ttasca's lone repoocr— 
Hark! a murmur of thanksgiving ! all its waves in 

| music flow— | 
Ransomed banks lean o'er to listen—joyous all ] 
harmonious blow ! | 

On its breast in grander plenty through the ages yet 


unborn, 
$till ﬆha the teeming harvests—fairest cotton, 
gol COTN— 


hymns at 8et of 8un ! 


Ah, La Salle, Marquette, De Soto ! boatmen bold in | 
gong and $tory, 

Lighting up the river romance there are later I 
of glory. 

Lonely was the stream, the forest, as ye Pe 
with measured calm, 

Pown to golden zones of gummer thro 
world's breeze and balm ;— 

Now. a tiation builds its borders ; awgtcas 
fleets basten down 

With the sheaves of masy a prairie, with the wealth 
of many a town ; 

Deeks piled high from warmer harvest-fields of cot- 
ton ard of cane— 

Enowy bales in avalanches Sliding 8witt their marts 

| to gain, — 

Past the sea craft, inland sailing, past the shifting 

| harbor-bars, | 
Ont, across the Gulf, the ocean, under lustrous tropic 
Stars. 


le fresh 


L pet 


Will ye trust the strange recital—tale that only fiend 

| ghould tell ? 

When the nation's morn was fairest, black the night 
of Treason fell ! 

Traitors claiming all the South-land, and the River 
once 80 free, 

Under forts and frowning ridges, rolling, alien, to the 
Sea | 

Freedom's banner madly trampled, and the motto 
flaunted high, 

© On the Slave we found Dominion—who $hall dare 
our right deny ?” 


God of Justice! how our rally rang through all the 
Startled air ! 

Million-voiced, the North made answer, rising ealm 
and strong from prayer ! 

Caught the rifle, clasped the saber, put the pen, the 
plowshare by— | 

Fathers, brothers,” gurging Southward when they 
heard the gathering cry, 

Till, from green Dakotah uplands to the rocky isles 
of Maine, 

Every hamlet, every city, lent its bravest to the 
trait— 

Freedom's flag above them waving, freedom's SONgS 
triumphant sung, 

Ne'er, I ween, to 8uch an army, fee the gage of battle 
flung. 


Then they s8aw the captive River, and from every 
port and bay 
Summoned straight each armed vessel that at anchor 
watchiug lay ;— 
From Pacific, from the islands where the spice winds 
goftly blow, 
Off the 8ultry Afric border, shores where Europe's 
olives grow. 
All 00 few,—in hillside pastures *neath the ax the 
stout oaks reel], 
Pines of Saginaw and Saco hewn for nasts to meet 
the keel. 
Night and day the roaring forges shape the anchor, 
weld the chain, 
Round the ball, and cast the cannon, Q their glows 
8hall not be vain ! 
Day and night the engines labor, hammers ring and 
shutties ily, 
Till the avenging fleet is fashioned, Southward set, 
with colors high. 
Homeward come the eager war ships, scattered wide 
in foreign 8eas,— 
Past the Indies, through the Gulf-way, all their can- 
vas to the breeze ! 
Right across the 8andy ghallows, up the channel 
broad and deep,— 
Hark | their eannon's judgment thunder wakes the 
> , traitor city's 8leep ! 
Moa ated Jackson, s8trong St. Philip ! ye were weak 
and powerless then; 
Low must erumble wall and bastion had ye thrice 
ten thougand men. | 
Ye may man your casemates newly, hurl your shots 
. like hellish rain, — 
8weep their 8hells in fiery cireles, strewing all your 
\ lines with 8lain. 
O 8wch '8hips were never anchored off the Nile or 
 Traſalgar— 
See | they pass the boom, the ſortress, stendy, stormed 
from » hull 0 ot 1 ; 
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Cities. gleam and orchards blogsom,, woodmen open 
to the 8un | 

»Ecagues of lowland, breadths of forest, where its 
tribute rivers run, | 

Till a free ard happy people fill the valley rich and 
wide, 

From the £prings of great Mis8ouri far to Alleghany's 
Side ; 

While above them, all unclouded, done with war and 
envious Jars, | 

Brighter through the circling ages 8hine the glorious 
Stripes and Stars ! 


Then amid the yellow whea't-fields as they reap in 
SUMMer days8— | 

Heap, when harvest moons are shining, rustling 
Sheaves of ripened maize— | 

Pluck the grapes from purple hillsides when the vin- 
tage crowns the year— | 

Grind the cane and house the cotton that has cot 
no bondman dear— | 

Choose untrammeled, righteous rulers, fit the coun- 
try's name to bear— 

Hear the bells from bluff and prairie through the hush 
of Sabbath air— 

Shall they tell the thrilling ﬆtory of the twice-won 
River o er, | 

And the Boatman and the Soldier honored be ſor 
evermore ! 

In the nation's gong and record, freighted prosge and 
winged rhyme, 

Light canoe and war-ship gliding, hallowed, down 
the 8tream of time ! 


A LESSON. 

W#x11, we have been taking another leg80n ; as 
we grow older, lessxons come thicker -and faster, 
perhaps harder, but as I have before remarked, 
t 38 very s#low work to educate a nation, The 
«* four days of July ” have made this a very mark- 
ed week, all have felt more or less; but a very 
1mprexsive lesxon has been furnished to the good 
men, the business men, the responsible men of 
the city of New York, and they will not forbid 
that others shall-share the benefits of their expe- 
Tience. 

Their homes have been in danger; they have 
had to rally and organize to protect their homes ; 
their places of business have been threatened-— 
| they have closed them and gathered to defend 
them ; their lives have been threatened—they | 
have armed themselves against murderous at- 
tacks. 

Why has all this been ? The ansWer 18 RO 
new thing : beeause they have not done their 
duty—they have let the government, the power, 
8p through their fingers and fall into unworthy 
hands. We have called ourselves a s8elf- 
governing people, and 80 we &8hould be— | 
and 80 long as the instinet of self-preservation 
ruled them, men did their part. But things began 
to go 8moothly. Woe were really ailing in a very 
calm and quiet sea, and it was too much trouble to 
hold the helm and mind the ropes. So, like the 
men in the parable, some bent their way to their 
farms and others to their merchandise, forgetful 
that there were other duties besides Rees to our- 
selves. 

Of course there were plenty who were willing 
.to rule, and 80 they quietly put themselves in 
command. Then politics became * dirty busi- 
ness.” The devil himself was willing to give a | 
bad name where it would leave 80 much power | 
in his hands and those of his servants. | 

We all know how it has been, 'and now woe | 
| have the reault—and as 7 booty; i the beat | 
\ polioy,* "0 wo CO dns hoe ah __ 
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as thfy have been able, hy bribes and falsehoods, to 
induce to work with them for these evil purposes. 
Arother 8uch 8torm is now impending over us. . A 
new civil governor of the Nestorians is announced, 
and we had hoped” (vainly enough, to be sure) that 
ais coming might bring with it 8ome relief to these 


11Ch It 


oppressed Christians ; but 80 far from that, he comes | 


armed with a royal firman, obtained through the 
agencies above named, whose object is to break up 
Our Mission. 

By the terms of this firman, we are not. only pro- 
[hibited\ from proselyting, (while the Catholics are 
[Specified as an acknowledged Christian 8e2t in the 
country,) but are peremptorily forbidden © to preach 
or exhort.” Our s8chools are required to be reduced 
to the number of 150 pupils all told, instead of the 
twelve or fiſteen hundred which we have. had in for- 
mer years. Our evangelists are forbidden to go 
forth, and our press is forbidden to print, except by 
gpecial permission of the Persian agent, who is a tool 
of the Jesuits. 

Such is the iniquitous programme; and a com- 
wencement is already made of breaking up our 
gchools and imprisoning and fining our teachers. Such 
is the 8avage vandalism s8ent to Mohammedan Persia 
from civilized France in the last half of the XIXth 
century ! 

After having preached the Gospel among the Nes- 
torians for thirty years, without let or hindrance, are 
our lips to be thus 8ummarily Sealed ? Are we to be 
compelled to cease preaching and exhorting men to 
repentance unto salvation at the dictation of French 
Jeguits? We do not believe that God will suffer the 
Satanic gcheme to prosper. We will look up unto 
the hills from whence our help cometh in this period 
of trial. He who has before carried us unharmed 
through many a storm, raised against us by the 8ame 
Pnemies of all righteousness, will, we trust, not aban- 

on his cause to be destroyed, or 8eriously injured, 


dy these formidable agents of evil. Nay, we will 
nope that | 
*© The clouds we $0 much dread 

Are big with mercy, and will break 

With blessings on our head.” 
" Under God, we look to the Britigh Embassy in 
Pers1a. insfrumentally, for guccor and relief, as in 
dur ſormer experience of this kind. We have no 
2eason to doubt the same kind disposition of British 
dffcials in this country toward us and our mission- 
ay work, which they have ever manifested. And 
ay I not be excugsed for repeating, in this connection, 
what I often reiterated in your columns and elze- 
where while in America, my belief that the great 


$ 


neart of England beats kindly and warmly toward 


he kindred land, which we humbly represent in this 
listant clime, in its pending life-struggle, however 
much it may have been belied by a mischtevous press, 
a malevolent aristocracy, or a jealous Government ? 
I am thankful to see that that great heart of England 
is at length stirred to its deep foundations, and is 
Iifting up its voice as the voice of many waters—4 
voice that will wax louder and louder, as we mor? 
and more clearly deserve its sympathy by taking th2 
right ground against © the 8um of all villainies,” 
which has jnvolved our land in 8such dire calamities. 
Permit me, through you, to bespeak the special 
prayers of the churches in our behalf, while passing 
through the ordeal which now threatens us. We 
trust that he who has shielded us in six troubles, 
will not desert us in seven—nay, that the things 
which 8hall happen unto us will tura out rather unto 
the ſurtherance of the Gospel. But God will be in- 
quired of by his people to do these things for them. 
Our work, with the exception of these Papal onsets, 
3s in a highly encouraging state. 
:, Very truly yours, 


J. P. 


* OUR WESTERN CORRESPONDENCE. 


To Tnz Evitors of Tax INDEPENDENT : 
| We have just had a pleasant exhibition of church 
fellowship in the ordination by an ecclesiastical 
counell, at the First Congregational church of this 
city, of Mr. A. T. Needham, a local preacher in the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. As a 8ergeant in one 
of the Illinois regiments he had 80 commended him- 
(Self to his comrades that upon the occurrence of a 
vacancy in the chaplainey of their regiment, he was 
Invited by all the officers to fill -that place. But in 
-order to this, it was necessary that he 8hould be 
ordained ; yet this, in the interim of Conference, 
could not be done, and 80 it was 8nggested that the 
C wy op tionalists could serve their Methodist breth- 
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e matter. The Congregational churches of 
'the city and a half-dozen Methodist churches were | 
The 8ermon was preached by Rev. Dr. J. | 


| 


he same catholicity of feeling, attenc 


stical meetings of both ; and the church enjoys F 


ace and prosperity. In Illinois, at Joliet, there is 
one of the oldest Congregational churches in the 
northern part of the state; it was connected with 
Chicago Presbytery before there was any As80cia- 
tion organized in this regien; the pastor, Rev. TJ. 
Kidd, a Scotchman, is a propagandist- only of the 
Gospel ; while the church abides in its sympathy 
with the Am. Home Missionary Society, which for 
many years was its benefactor. At Polo, there is a 
large ard flonrishing independent Presbyterian 
church, made up very largely of Congregational 
material, while the business is done both by a ses- 
8ion and the brotherhood; the pastor, Rev. W. E. 
Holyoke. is a member of As80ciation. Now that the 
Plan of Urion is no jonger regarded by either of the 
parties thereto and that the General Ass8embly has 
withdrawn from eo-operation in home missions, is it 
rot a question worthy of the congideration of these 
churches, whether they Should not put themselves 
into 8uch a shape as to fall readily into 4 
jastical relation to which they naturally belong ? 
Their position is now one of isolation. Though they 


he eccles- 


may not have favored the s8eparation which has - 


occurred, they may yet acquiesce in It as a foregone 
conclusion. A brother in one of these churches in 
New York 8aid: *I am tire& of boarding out ;.I 
thick we had better s8et up housekeeping for our- 
8elves.” 

Rev. Theron Baldwin, one of the 8even who 
banded themselves together in Yale Oollege to s8et 
up educational institutions in Illinois, who started 
the Monticello Female Seminary, who was one of 
the founders of Illinois College, and who was the 
father, and has ever been the actuary of the Amer- 
ican College Society, has just returned from a tour 
West to visit his colleges, and © to 8ee how they do.” 
The Puritan College, not upon the secular or politi- 
ca), but upon the Christian basis, is under God to be 
one of the great instrumentalities for the ook rr 
of the West. The East can never supply the Weszt 
with educated men. - They must be trained up upon 
the 80il. The good already accomplished through 
the fostering care of the East over our incipient in- 
s{itutions is utterly incalculable, and must imcrease 
in a rapid ratio. 

At the recent commencement of Beloit College, of 
the 24 who entered, 12 young men were graduated, 
7 of the original number being in the army. The 
College has had in all 61 representatives in the army. 
Gererals Pope and Smith were present. ,The degree 
of LL.D. was conferred upon Judge David Davis 
and Gov. Richard Yates. The President's baccalau- 
reate ably and clearly argued that the full recogni- 
tion of God's direct agency in all the affairs of men 
is a prime element of wisdom. Rev. W. D. L. Love 
addregsed the Missionary Society, and Hon, T. O. 
Howe the Archean Pociety, and Rey. E, H. Avery 
the Alumni Pres. Chapin is about to make an effort 
to raise $50,000 for the endowment of the College, 
$10,000 having been sent to him for this purpose by 
an unknown friend. Marietta College has just grad- 
uated 15 young men. Rev. S. Wolcott delivered an 
address npon the © Demends of our country on Its 
8cholars at this time.” A copy was requested for 
publication. Rev. Dr. Pratt lectured upon the value 
of man, and H. HK. Whitton, Esq., upon historic pre- 
diction. The degree of D.D. was conferred upon 
Rev. Samuel Wolcott of Cleveland and Rev. J. G. 
Atterbury of New Albany, Ind. Miami University 
graduated 18 young men—9 from the scleatific de- 
partment. Of Indiana College commencement at 
Southbend, T have only learned that Prof. Kinsley, for- 
merly a student at Oberlin, delivered the baccalau- 
reate. ; P1L.GRIM. 

Cn1caGo P.-O0., Box 4,346, ; 


CONGREGATIONAL, 


. Cavrcn Unity —The church of the living God, 
we know, has ever been one, and can never be more 
than one. From this, a sect ever has been, and ever 
must be, a very different thing, whether you call it 
«the church” with or without the use of an inter- 
vening adjective. , 

We are glad to see the Moderator of the Ag8embly 
8peak of «© our churches.” It bespeaks the right 
8ort of an influence in his early training. May we 
not, as Congregationalists, s8peak of Presbyterians 
of all orders as © our churches?” Have we no 
Tights, no claims, no privileges, and no duties in that 
direction? We were many of us born, baptized, and 
educated under the 8ame auspices, in the 8ame 
churches and 8chools, and by the 8ame pastors and 
teachers. Are any of us to be justly reproached 
because, in coming to the West during the last quar- 
ter of a century, we have been unwilling to identify 
ourselves with either party in a quarrel which it is 
now confessed on all hands should never have had 
any existence? May it not at least now, if never 
before, be imagined that inteliignnt ministers of the 
Gospel, in coming from New England to the West, 
have retained the notions. of church-polity under 
which they were educated, not because they were 
the agents or victims of 8ome adroitly managed 
ecclesiastica] conspiracy, but 8imply because from 
both their habits and training they were wholly un 

ed for anything of the kind ? t | 
P.'Time is a truth-teller. © Bitter words” and accu- 


by Rev. Dr. W., W. Patton, | aations may be repented of and forgiven of God and | 


| forgotten by men, but the great lessons of history 
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prayers of the churches in our behalf, while pass 


through the ordeal which now threatens us. We | 


trust that he who has shielded us in six troubles, 
will not desert us in seven—nay, that the things 
\Which 8hall happen unto. us will tura out rather unto 
the ſurtherance of the Gospel. But God will be in- 
quired of by his people to do these things for them. 
'Our work, with the exception of these Papal onsets, 
js in a highly encouraging state. 
| Very truly yours, 
J,. P. 


' OUR WESTERN CORRESPONDENCE. 


To Tas Eprtors or Tax INDEPENDENT : 

We have just had a pleasant exhibition of church 

fellowship in the ordination by an eecclesiastical 
council, at the First Congregational church of this 
city, of Mr. A. T. Needham, a local preacher in the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. As a sergeant in one 
of the Illinois regiments he had 80 commended him- 
gelf to his comrades that upon the occurrence of a 
'yacancy in the chaplainecy of their regiment, he was 
Invited by all the officers to fill - that place. But in 
order to this, it was necessary that he should be 
ordained ; yet this, in the interim of Conference, 
could not be done, and 80 it was 8nggested that the 
Congregationalists could serve their Methodist breth- 
ren in the matter. The Congregational churches of 
the city and a half-dozen Methodist churches were 
invited. The sermon was preached by Rev. Dr. J. 
Haven ; the charge given by Rev. Dr. W. W. Patton, 
pastor of the church calling the council; and the 
right hand of fellowship by Rev G. R. Shipherd. A 
Jarge audience was present, and the s8ervices were 
uncommonly solemn and interesting. 

According to its eustom, the above-named church 
held a meeting to pray fer our country and for the 
8lave on the Fonrth of July. Welt it would be if 
g8uch were a common practice in the churches of our 
land. The 8ame church has just cleared off a 8mall 
balance of debt, and bought a lot in the rear of their 
edifice, with a view to the future enlargement of 
their accommodations. The New England church 
has also bought a new lot for the purpose of erecting 
a new house of worship, and has procured an organ. 
The Plymouth church has purchased a very eligible 
twenty-thousand-dollar lot, corner of Wabash avenue 
and Jackson street, and has provided for one-half of 
the payment. The Salem church—Rev. S. S. Smith, 
lately of Warren, Wis., minister—is enlarging its 
house. This all indicates progress and hopefulness 
among the Puritan churches of this city. _ 

The Congregational churches of Poplar Grove, 
Huntley, and Neponset are engaged in building 
houses of worship, encouraged in the 8ame by the 
expectation of aid from the Congregational Union. 
Several other churches in Northern Illinois are con- 
templatirg the 8ame work. The Congregational 
church .in Viroqua, Vernon co., Wis, is now laying 
the foundation for a stone editice, after the fine model 
of that in Batavia, Il. These are all most worthy 
undertakings. Aside from the positive assistance 
furnished by the Union, many churches are by it 
£timulated to build when otherwise they would not 
undertake. Mr. Langworthy's work is the right- 
hand helper of home missions : it is patriotic ; it is 
nobly Christian. I hope soon to collate and present 
gome facts that show the wisdom of this enterprise. 
' Rev. E. 9. Alden was by council installed pastor of 
the Congregational church of Sycamore, IN., on the 
1st ingtant. Sermon, Rev. Dr. J. Haven, upon the 
Nature of the Sufferings of Christ ; Installing Prayer, 
Rev. N. C. Clark; Charge, Rev. W. W. Small; 
Right Hand, Rev. W. A. Lloyd; Address to the 
People, Rev. L. B. Lane. Mr. Alden has already 
labored two years in this parish. The village, de- 
lightful and prosperous, is a county geat, and, with a 
80ciety that is large and comparatively wealthy, it 
affords a fine field of labor. It is to be hoped that 

' the chureh 80 greatly favored will not 8hrink from 
that self-reliance and self-denial which are necessary 
to a generous gupport of the Guspel among them. 
' Rev. H. EF. Barnes has resigned the chaplainey of 
the 72d Illinois, and will complete his course of 8tudy 
in the Chicago Theological Seminary. Rev. S. 8. 
Morrill, a graduate of the same institution, and for 
the last year and a half chaplain of an Nlinois regi- 

"ment, has again resigned the pastorate at Malden, 
Il., but the church, with a patriotic and self-denying 


gpirit, deelines to accept the resignation, and extends. 


his leave of absence 8till further. Rev. W. E. Mer- 
riman has resigned the pastorate at Green Bay, 
Wis., to accept the Presidency of Brockway College 
at Ripon, in the 8ame state. He brings to the sta- 
"tion a large ability, fine culture, a winsome spirit, 
ard common sense. If he shall make of the insti- 
tution no more than a Phillips Aeademy, he will have 
done a noble work for Christian education in that 
state, and just what is needed. Rev. L. Foster is 
ministering to the Congregational church at Blue 
Island with encouraging indications, and after the 
Pauline method of being his own home missionary 
'8ociety. Rev. OC. H. Pratt, pastor at Lisbon, has re- 
cently. preached a sermon commemorative of the 
preong -fiſth anniversary\of the organization of the 

hurch. The Congregational church at Janesville, 
Wis., Rev. M. P. Kinney, pastor, has recently ob- 


zerved a feast of ingathering that added 42 members, | 


f, whom .17 were. heads of families, Rev. 9. T. 
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CONGREGATIONAL. 


.. , Cavxcn Unity —The church'of the living God, 


we know, has ever been one, and can never be more 
than one. From this, a sect ever has been, and ever 
must be, a very different thing, whether you oall it 
« the church” with or without the use of an inter- 
vening adjective. , 

We are glad to 8ee the Moderator of the As8embly 
It bespeaks the right 
sort of an influence in his early training. May we 
not, as Copgregationalists, 8peak of Presbyterians 
of all orders as © our churches?” Have we no 
rights, no claims, no privileges, and no duties in that 
direction? We were many of us born, baptized, and 
educated under the 8ame auspices, in the 8ame 
churches and schools, and by the 8ame pastors and 
teachers. Are any of us to be justly reproached 
because, in coming to the West during the last quar- 
ter of a century, we have been unwilling to identify 
ourselves with either party in a quarrel which it is 
now confessed on all hands should never have had 
any existence? May it not. at least now, if never 
before, be imagined that intelligent ministers of the 
Gospel, in coming from New England to the West, 
have retained the notions. of church-polity under 
which they were educated, not because they were 
the agents or victims of 8ome adroitly managed 
ecclesiastical conspiracy, but simply because from 
both their habits and training they were wholly un- 
fitted for anything of the kind ? | 
”. Time is a truth-teller. © Bitter words” and accu- 
sations may be repented of and forgiven of God and 
forgotien by men, but the great lessons of history 
Shall be treasured up and remembered on account of 
the wisdom which we can derive from no other 
Source 80 well as experience. None will rejoice 
more $incerely than Congregationalists in view of 
the hope that a day is rapidly approaching when we 
Shall have at least one sect less' in the bogom of our 
common Christianity.—7owa Newsletter. 


MASSACHUSETTS—WorcesrtR. —Rev. Edward 
Ashley Walker was ordained, July 2, as pastor of 
the Old South chureh in Worcester. Public gervices 
as follows : 


Reading of the Scriptures and Prayer, Rev William Phipps 
of Faxton ; Sermon, Rev. Willard Child, D.D., of Castleton, 
Vt.. (father-in-law of the candidate ;) Installing Prayer, 
Rev. Seth Sweetser. D.D., of Worcester ; Charge to the Pas- 
tor, Rev. Noah Porter, D.D., of Yale College ; Right Hand of 
Fellowship, Rev. Geo. B. Bacon of Orange Valley, N. J, 
(son of Dr, Bacon of New Haven ;) Address to the People, 
Rev. Leonard Bacon, D.D., of New Haven ; Concluding 
Prayer, Rev. W. P, Paine, D.D., of Holden. | 

The exercises were | all of a most interesting 
ckaracter, although lacking in the first quality of such 
proceedings, viz., brevity. Notwithstanding the 
large majority of this church parted with deep re- 
Inctance from their former esteemed pastor, Rev. 
Horace James, who is now laboring most successfully 
in his country's as well as his Master's service, It may 
be congratulated upon its unanimity in the choice of 
its present pastor, and the prospect it has of undis- 
turbed peace: and continued usefulness. This ancient 
80ciety celebrates the centennial anniversary of the 
building of its honse of worship in September nextl.— 


Congregationalist. 


WELLFLEET.—Mr. George F. Walker was ordained 
pastor of the church July 2. 


Reading of the Scriptures and Prayer, Rev. P Bates of 
North Truro ; Sermon, Rev. Sewell Harding of Auburndale, 
from 2 Cor. iv. 5, (first clause ;) ny, Prayer. Rev. E. 
W. Noble of Truro ; Charge to the Pastor, Rev. 0. Myrick of 
Provincetown; Fellowship of the Churches, Rev. W. E. 
Caldwell of South Wellfleet; Address to the People, Rev. 0. 
H. White of Jamaica Plain ; Concluding. Prayer, Rev. A. 
N. Bodfish of the Methodist Episcopal church, Wellfleet. 


STURBRIDGE,—Rev. Marshall B. Angier, late of 
Neponset Village, was installed over the Congrega- 
tional church in Sturbridge, July 1. | Rev. Eber Car- 
penter of Southbridge was moderator of the council, 
and Rev. C. M. Hyde of Brimfield, scribe; 'The public 
eXercises Were as follows : 


Invocation, Rev. J. Cruickshanks of Spencer ; Realing | 
Scriptui1e, Rev, Jothua Coit of Brookfield ; Sermon, from 
Rom. 1. 16, Rev, I. N. Tarbox of Boston ; Installing Prayer. 
Rev. John Haven of Charlton ; Charge to the Pastor, Rev. 
C. Cushing of North BYookfield ; Right Hand, Rev. T. G. 
Colton of Monson ; Address to the People. Rev. A. E. P. 
Perkins of Ware ; Concluding Prayer, Rev. C. M. Hyde. 

The Charge and Right Hand were by college class- 
mates of the candidate, and the Sermon by a college 
instruetor. This, together with the delightful day, 
the large congregation, and other auspicious circum- 


8tances, rendered the oceasion one of gpecial interest. 
CONNECTICUT—EasT WinD80R SEMINARY.—Mr. 


Ts8rael Carlton, who has just graduated at the Theo- 


logical Seminary at East Windsor Hill, Conn., has ac- 
cepted a call to gettle over the church in East Glas- 
tenbury. Of the other members of the class, Mr. 
Henry J. Hyde has engaged to 8upply the church as 
West Woodstock for a year. One of them is preach- 
ing as stated s8upply in Ashburnham, Mass., and the 
others have engagements for 'a longer or 8horter 
period. — Recorder. 


TxxryVILLE.—Rev. Franklin A. Spencer, late of 


.New Hartford, Ct., was installed pastor of the church 


in Terryville, (Plymouth,) June 24. 

Reading of the Scriptures, Rev. Levi L. Paine of Farming- 
ton ; Prayer, Rev, Mr. Poprven of Plymouth Hollow ; Ser-. . 
mon, Rey. Dr. Eldredge 0 wha! we ; Ins Le kf Rev. 
Goo. Bushnell o erHary ; args Rev. ws , —_ = 

erbur Y.; : gy # Vo Ibo ” Learned | £4TYF; ” 
Address to He People: v. L, Griggs of Bristol, 


' The day was beautiful, the exercises interesting 
happy and 
ſul pastorate. o_ 
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A'DAY OF Na TIONAL CHANHITELY: 'Þ 
PRAISE AnD PEAYER, 


—_— 


Thurzauy, thc 6th Day of August, Appointed, 


ects. Mi. th ———_——_—_ 


* is... th. th. ttt 


WASHINGTON, dJ aly 16—10 A.M. | | 
Received at San Francisco July 17—10 A.M. 


To the San PFranciseo Bulletin, —Pablish the | 
following Proclamation by the President of the | 
United States of America : 
|< A Proclamation. 1 
| | It has pleased Almighty God to hearken to the 


suPplications and prayers of an afflicted people, 
R ( and to vouchsaſe to the Army and the Navy of 
the United States vietories on the land and on te 
Sea, 80 Signal and effective as to furnish reason- 
able grounds for augmented confidence that the 
Union of these States will be snstained, their Con- 
stitutiou preserved, and their peace and prosperity / 
permanently restored. But thiese victories have 
been accorded not without sacriftices of life, limb, | 
health and liberty, incurred by brave, loyal and 
patriotic citizens. White domestic affliction in 
every part of the country follows in the train of 
these fearful bereavements, it, is meet and right RT 


to recognize and confess thc presence of the Al- 
mighty Father'and the: power of His hand equally | 
in the8e triumphs and these sorrows. WE 

Now, therefore, be it known that I do <0 appoint 
Thursday, the 6th day of August next, to be ob- 
j / served as a Day for National Thanksgiving, Praise 
| and Prayer. I invite the people of the United 


States to assemble on that occasion in their cus: 
tomary places of worship, and in the form approv- | 
ed by their own conseiences, render the homage 
due to Divine Majesty for the wonderful things 
He hath done in the nation's behalf; and invoke 
the influence of His Holy Spirit to 8ubdue the an- 
ger which has been produced, and s0 long sus- | | 
tained a needless and cruel rebellion—to change 
the hearts of the insurgents—to guide the counsels 
of the Government with wisdom adequate to 
80 great &@ national emergeney, and to visit 
| with tender care and consolation throughout 
ls the length and breadth of our land all | | 
those who through the vicissitudes of marches, | | 

yYoyages, battl s and sieges, have been brought | 

to suffer i in mind, body or estate; and finally to | 

lead the whole nation through the path of repent- | «1 

ance and Sub mission to the Divine Will, back to - 

the _ enjoyment of union and fraternal | 

 Poace.. ... | | 
| 
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te Peg 
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th 


wy 


In Witness Whereof I have hereunto set my | 
hand and. caunsed. the seal of the United States io , | 
be affixed. | 

Done at the Gity of Washington the 15th day of 
July, in the Year of Our Lord, 1863, -and of tl e 
ay ed on the United States of A'S, 
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WHAT WOULD COME OF SEPARATION. 


tiononenelghbors along a 6p 


extending for thousands of mi [ ens 6f- 
the nineteenth century ; a fierce, intolerant, fanatiea 
eople, the males of which will be a perpetual ztand- 
ng army ; hating us worse than the Southern Hamilear 
taught bis 8warthy boy to hate the Romans; a people 
whose existence, as a hoztile nation on our frontier, is 
incompatible with our peaceful deyelopment ? Their 
wealth, the proceeds of enforced labor, multiplied by 
the breaking up of new cotton fields, and in due time 
by the reopening of the elave trade, will go to pur- 
chase arms, to construct fortres8es, to ſit out navies. 
The old Saracens, fanatics for a religion. which pro- 
ſesged to grow by conquest, were a-nation of predatory 
and migrating warriors, The Southern people, fanatics 
for a 8ystem exs8entially aggressive, conquering, wast- 
ing, which cannot remain ststionary, but must/grow by 
alternate appropriations of labor and of land, will come , 
to resemble their earlier prototypes. Already, even, the 
ivsolence of their language to the people of the North is 
a cloze imitation of the style which those proud and arro- 
gant Aciatics affected toward all the nations of Europe. 
What the ** Ohristian dogs?” were to the followers of 
Mohammed, the © accursed Yankees,” the ** Northern. 
mudsills,”” are to the followers of the Southern Moloch. 
The accomplichments which we find in their cholcest 
circles were prefigured in the court of the Chivalric 
Saladin, and the long traia of Painim knights who rode 
forth to conquest under the Crescent. In all branches 
of culture their heathen predecessors went far beyond 
them. The 8chools of medizyal learnibg were filled 
with Arabian teachers. The heavens declare the glory 
of the Oriental astronomers, as Algarab and Aldebaron 
repeat their Arabic names to the students of the starry 
firmament. The gumptuous edifice erected by the Art 
of the Nineteenth Century, to hold the treasures of its 
industry, could 8bow notbing fairer than the court 
which copies the Moorish palace that crowns the gum- 
mit of Grenada. Yet this was the power which Charles 
the Hammer, striking for Christlanity and civilization, 
had to break like a potter's vessel; these were the peo- 
ple whom Spain had to utterly extirpate from the land 
where they had ruled for centuries ! EN 
Prepare, then, if you unseal the -yage which holds 
this dangerous Afreet of Southern nationality, for a 
power on your borders that will be to you what the 


| Saracens were to Europe before the son of Pepin ghat- 


tered their armies, and flung the shards and 8hivers of 
their broken strength upon the  refuse heap of extin- 
guished barbarians. Prepare for the possible fate of 
Christian Spaig—for a slave market in Philadelphia— 
for the Alhambra of a Southern caliph on the grounds 
cor8ecrated by the domestic virtues of & long line of 
Presidents' and their exemplary families, Remember 
the ages of border warfare between England and Scot- 
land, closed at last by the union of the two kingdoms. 
Recollect the hunting of the deer on the Cheviot, bills, 
and all that it led to; then think of the game which the . 


Dabber; which may betray your civilization as that of 
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the pendigerjunt read has Vie wh 
parties coneerned | in it make it as 
the suggestions which their discussion. furnishes 

to our mind. On one side were learned and 
subtle men, who. had made theology the study of 
their life, and. who had arguments in. favor of 
their system at their fingers' end. On the other 
side was a poor, degpised, unlettered man who 
could not appreciate the intricacies of sy8te- 
matic theology, and probably could not. under- 
stand the -terms in which its principles were 
couched..; The Pharisees denied vehemently the 
claims of Christ, and attempted to vilify his char- 
acter. The poor' man 8trenuously and confi- 
detitly * defended both. But” their discusson 
produced. little effect uPon _ each other, for th : 
argued from. different premises, . The Phar 

judged Christ by: a; theory. .. Because he did.mot 
fulfil their notions. of + what the \Jewish Mes- 
8iah"should be, because his career did not-square 

| with their interpretations of the prophecies : and 
the traditions, because he held a different view 
from their own... of the, Sabbath and. of the na- 
ture of religion, they rejected his claims with 
considerable. corn.” Thege objections, however, 
did not touch the- source' of their opponent's 
convietions.- He had experienced a mot blesse 
and an enduring benefit from the divine power 
of Joons. 'From his bi th.he had been blind.g&.___. 
The-world of forms and colors, the brillianey'of 
the dawn and the pomp of the gunset- and the 
dim areas of the tardlit sky—ths" m maje ty 
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Here we 8ee a practical conviction of the claims 
of Christ set agains speculatie dts of those 
claims; and $0 this:dispute betweq the reatored 
blind-man and the Pharisees 18 pf eee of what 
often happens in the world. would be easy 
to find men now who havg/ doubts concerning 
Christianity born of intglectual. inquiry, which 
they find it impossibl#to appease; while there is 
another class of zersons who feel a confidence in 
Christianity.Jorn of inward experience, which it 
would he:mpossible to overthrow. And if two 
persis representing these two. classes should 
neet and attempt, a discusgion, they could not 
understand each other, for their souls would not 
touch... The. believing man. could not. confute 
nor dispel, the doubts that, would be reported to 
him by his opponent, because he had never felt 
those doubts, and could not judge of; their valid- 
ity. The sceptical man could receive no imme- 
diate aid from the practical conviction of the 
believer, for that conviction could not-be transla- 
ted from feeling into effective's8tatement in words. 
One 1s troubled with doubts about, the miracles; 
the other can tell only. of the sweet peace. of 
Christian duty, and A,8ense, of pardoned. Sn. 
One cannot. see that: the links are complete in the 
historical chain of evidence for | the authenticity 
of the four Gospels; the other can only  answer 
that the words of those Gospels have: nourished 
his soul and made life a more noble experience 
and bereavement less painful, and the tomb less 
dark. One cannot be entirely sure that such a 
person as Christ ever lived; the. other. feels that 
It 18 his highest privilege to follow. the spirit of 
the.recorded Christ and ' to be a disciple of his 
publithed temper. © One Way anxiously be wait- 
ing for the last book"by ome great German the- 
ological" scnolar, to settle or confirm” his waver- 
ing niind upon some Point of the evidence; ; the 
other strepgthens his, oh, by the daily responses 
tas are re youchsafed to: Christian bn One 
AL from a: | T ened_ int, the - other 
korn" uplit Soul. - Ori eawnet but cay, 
frdm- the force of the Kprrafiy La p 


bt - W4 +7 
phy. has started, *As for this, wy. Jes 
not, iro Thongs bac; __ 
pe. - - 4 ( Pp 
ws WE. Fs. 5. dh Pn LP m——— * 
- WY Rs” in: b "We a L Le -£L-£8 Fo 
by - 5 . ; - 
* 3 e-v of v4 


Ys . 0 od Pr 6: 
FP, 542 "* 4 - « ow 
WJ " * L . Ib N 
7 , # ” t 4 
FF 4 * <q : 

f 0 j wh # ik 
yer hy d df 
#, LS. ' iy 


It is implied in. what. we have now  8aid that 
there are two lines of 'evidences for Christ; and 
his religion, that are almost entirely independent 
of eachother; one 'of which is addresed® to the 
understanding, and the other to the soul. These 
two lines oapht to blend: together, and will come 
to a focus in a_perfectly constituted faith; but 
they will blend as separate rays from-. different 
quarters of the world of truth. And there are 
these two lines of evidene> for the truth of 
Christ's religion because Christianity: presents 
two aspects, one historical, andthe other spiriual, 
a side of narrative which is, as. it were, its en- 
velope, and of truths which constitute / its es- 
' 8ence..” There are the annals which 1t-proposes 
| for our credence through the pages ' of the four 
| Evangelists, such'as that Jesus was born'of cer- 
tain parents, lived at a certain epoch, wrought 
miracles, was crucified, rose from the tomb, and 
ascended_ into, heaven. , This is the historical 
| framework of Christianity,, .and the way'to de- | 
termine the validity of it 18 by thorough'serutiny | 


ty the understanding of the Mietorical proofs 16Þ 
| the authenticity and veracity of the = A 


Peron who has, exarkined. those. Proofs, and finds 
them 8ufficient :to convince: his ; mind-—as they 
have convinced the greatest minds—18 a believ- 
er in the facts of Christiaw history. And there 
| are the great spiritual principles of the G&Pol— 
its laws of moral life, its revelations concerning 
God, and duty, and destiny, the nicans it _ 
for the redemption and education of the sou 
| person who has in 80me measure felt the "dd 
of those principles, and experienced the.. peace 
and-joy, the thrilling sense- of. spiritual health, 
which are induced by living 1 in harmony with the 
requirements of Christianity;'ts a believer i in the 
 es8ence or vital truths of the' Gospel. And .Þo 
other evidence can be substituted for this inward, 
experimental proof, for no other evidence but 
| that- is natural or possible in relation to that. 
branch: Historical evideneecis:requisite to settle 
historical questions, and-spiritual;evidence is ne- 
| cea8ary ' to-8ettle--spiritual questions. We be- 
leve in the biographies of Jesns bbegioo the tes- 
timony of the first and second'centur! 
[87 3p, favor, of their /ver - cannot, 
ow whet, ſaga oi Jum 


A 


The question is oarpeatly debated Howalighs 
| of these two lines of evidence for Cc bo tran [ J-48. ciabt © of this discotirse. The ordinary $cep- 
the more powerful and vatisfactory. | 'The proper ticidi'of men, we repeat, does not affect the'core 
answer, of course, WY be that both are 688 1 -] 'of the Teligion of Jesus. It merely plays around 
tial, for each line sup tment; the history of it, and although even there it is 
of the Gospel. If we believe that it will abs; FAy's.| weak, yet it is worth while to remember that it 
be as 16, 8urely must be of 1mportance: th .the/| does not pretend to do any thing more than to 
. world to know that Christ lived, and that the F-- th | W doubts around the record of s0me facts; it 
miracles were wrought,"and that he was ern-|| | | dots not pretend to invalidate the essential truth | 
cified and rose, then the historical proofs of the | | of Christ's instructions. © Only that kind of scep- 
Evangelists' account will always be needed; "hd ticiem which denies that man has a religious na- 
if faith in the history of Christ shall ever Fs "out [ Tture,. and is. a religions being, can affect, the | 
from the heart of ,society, 1 beheve that higre-| groundwork of the Gospel, and s8uch a scepticiem 
ligion would lose its hold upon. the; world. But] | js a disease that can hardly* be cured by proof. 
as an evidence of the esential truth of the relig: A truly Christian man, although he may never 
10n of the New Testament, the practical evidenee have looked into a volume of the evidence for the 
must always be the $trongest.. Its force inereades | |  genuineness of the Christian records, feels a tes- 
with every century; the 'success : of every new. | tumony for the. Christian . rehgion in his own | 
mis8iOnary in a heathen land. adds to it; the 5 DX: { heart which raises him above scepticiem about 


perience: of each converted man make it, more | | the record. Jesus referred to this proof when he 
intense; and ' with the mass of Christians it'is 8a1d, *Tt ye do his will ye sball now of the doc- 


now the great pillar of faith in the Gospel.. And trine whether it be of God.” . *He that believ- 


the progres of time will make it still more-em- eth hath the witness in. himself.” Perhaps 8uch 
phatically the bulwark of Christianity. Not that a man had long been: wholly selfish and worldly.” 


men will ever grow indifferent to the historical | But by being brought within the circle of Chris- 
facts of the Gospel—that, Jesus lived and was 


the divinely commissioned ' Teacher, —but that 

they will reason to the fact of his actual exis- 

tence and divinity from-the: practical evidence 

which the soul furnishes for his religion. The 

argument against scepticism with. the, great body. 

| of believers will be the argument of the unletter-" 
3 


ed Jew—*Why, herein. is.a marvellous thing,” ' 
38. Critics may say it is illogical to reason' 80, | | 
still that..is the way men. . do reason and will rea- 
80n;' Men are very apt to reagon, often to Some | 
| purpose too, in ways nob-, recognized in books of 
| logic. - And perhaps, if we look closely envugh, 

| we shall see a beautiful proof of the Divine tfore- 
thought for the 'Gospel, that as we float away | 
from the early ages, and the light of their testi- 
mony grows. fainter in the diohance, new proofs ; 
8hall arise and command attention from-the-in-. 
fluence of Christianity age after age upon Booty 
 aridthe's0ul,—proofs that not only hold the faith. 
of 'men'to its exsential principle, but also gu tain. 
| their confidence i in its historic facts. "ON 


S 


Fa 
tian influences his best faculties have been aWak- 
ened and developed. And now he geeWhfe wm 
different light. The wisdom  and"g 
God are suggested to him from every 814 
ture; it is a delight. to. cherish. a sense-:of. reli- 
ance. upon the-Deity and. to feel at all times that 
God is the Father; the darkness of selfishness is 
exchanged for the deep satisfaction of devotion 
to'duty, the slavery of passionfor the peace 'of 


purity, the misery of fear for the joy of love, the 


fever thirst after worldly goods, for the serene 
| bliss of faith, and holy longings for the favor of 
! | God and the perfectness. of Christ; existence is 
' recognized | as -gpinitual privilege, death re- 


garded as the door to immortality, and the uni- 
verse. becomes a temple for the worship of the 
Almighty. Find a heart in which this converzon 
of prineiples, feelings, and aims has been experi- 
enced, and you find a heart that feels an immove- 
able conviction of the truth of Christianity. Its 
peace, its joys, its consciousness of epiritual 
health, its insight into a. new world of which be- 
fore. 16, had no conception, all bear testimony to 
the. reality. of Christ's religion. What;jf .80me 
' man; tells him that the historical proofis not en- 
tirely perfect and convincing. "The principles of 
Christianity are his 8ustenance; he as: found 
-the Gospel to be spiritual bread; he can no long- 
er live without it;, and knowing that it nourish- 
| eg; his Soul, and is indispensable to his peace, he 
| does not-care to dispute about the way in which 
' that bread was-prepared | and the method of its 
| first introduction to the world. He is sure that 
the Soul needs it, and being sure of that, he can- 
| not ; believe | that it came into the world by acci- 
dent. or by. deception. And therefore his -last 
' answer to 8cepticiem about: Jesus is the answer 


of the text, *Why, herein'is a marvellous thing® | 


roat question which hould determi ine the 
ruth of any religion. is the practical 


| one What can it do for man ? Does it provide 


for his weakness ? does it, meet. his needs ?. does 
it educate and satisfy his spiritual'nature? If it 
does all these perfectly, 1t nust have been made 
for man, and it must be true, 'unless' God is a de- 
ceiver, the soul itself an organized cheat. 
AndThe most Searching. question that can be 
put to: a candid and intelligent doubter of reve- 
lation 18 this-Do . you not- believe that a man 
18 made better by becommg'a. Christian ? a sin- 
cere, enlightened, whole-hearted Christian ?— 


| Compare *8uch a one with a course, sensual, 


worldly, man, or with a refined and polished sel- 
fisgh person;—do . you not-believe that. man 1s a 
purer, nobler, more exalted. being, 1f his moral 
8ens1bilities are awakened, if he 18 always loyal 
to right, if he 18 honorable, kind, benevolent, dis- 
interested, if he-reveres God; and/loves his fel- 
lows, and lives for mmortality ?' Let the ques- 
tion be put to all who hesitate respecting” the 
truth of Christzanityy-Do you not believe that 
the world would be benefitted beyond conception 
if all men should to-day become perfect Chris- 
tians ? Would you not prefer to live in the 80cie- 
ty of 8uch men ? Would you not prefer that your 
child should grow. up under s8uch influences and: 
become s8uch a character ? that your friends and 
kindred should become 80? gay, have you any 
objection to being such a character yourself? 


What then will you Say when a character 
which you admire, when a Score of 8uch persons. 


tell you—We. owe every thing to ' Christianityy, 


it has crushed our selfishness, it has tamed our 
Pa8I0ns, it has filled our cravings, it has refined 


our sentiments, it . has uplifted and inspired. our, 


hearts, it has taught us how: tobe children of 


God, how to bear sorrow, how. to forgive ur: 


foes, 1t has unsealed our spivitual v1810h and dis- 
closed realities in life—the highest realities—to 
which before we were; wholly blind. - What will 
you 8ay, my | friends, to this / practical testimony 
for Christianity ? Will you venture to contend 


/ *-”* that, while the results of Christ's religion are 


80 glorious, the religion itself 1 18 a delugion ? that. 


what is best in the moral; universe is yet untrue? 


It is a,gad thing to ee a, man sceptical COmCern- 
ing. Christianity 1 inthe face of 8nch evidence, 


GIS. Is a confegsion that ho, does: 


;ght. and bolineas, that bo believes —_ 
lominion to be a lie ? | 
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ened and developed. And now r he Fm: oh N 
different light: © "o M 
God are 8uggested to him from every 81 So f na- 
ture ; it 8a delight. to chorish. a 8ense- "of. reli- 
| ance, upon the-Deity and. to feel at all times that 
God is the Father; the darkness of selfisghness is 
exchanged for the deep satisfaction of devotion 
to'duty, the Slavery of passioefor the peace 'of 
| purity, the misery of ſear for the 5 joy of love, the 
fever thirst after. worldly goods, for the  serene 
; bliss of faith, and holy longings for the favor of 
! " God.and the porno of Christ; existence is 
' recognized» as:;4gpiritual privilege, death re- 
garded'as the bs to immortality, and'the uni- 


Yerse becomes a. temple for the worship of the 


Almig] N14 bly. Find a heart in which this conversion 
| of prineiples, feelings, and-aims has been experi- 
' enced, and you find a heart that feels an immove- 
able conviction of the truth of  Christianity. Its 
peace, its Joys, its conscioi ves "of '8piritual 
health, its ingight * into a new world'6f which be- 
fore, it had no conception, all bear testimony to 


[the reality. of Christ's . religion. What;;f.80me 


oh 


\tirely perfect and convineing. 'The:\prine 'of 


 Christian anityare” his sustenance; he. Bas*Found 
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| [mantel bim/that:the historical proofis ndb en+ 


Wo, to be URETR bread; he can no LA 


[no ot he op at | it cas, into the world by's acci- 


"7 that, while the regults of Christ's r6 


S8ent: geen of any mhgerr ==x \is the. practieal 
Mne—MWhat, can'it do for man ?., Does: it B45 
for Jon weakness ? does. it, mogt,. his needs ? does 
it educate. and satisfy hisspiritualinature? If is 
does all these perfectly, it must have been made 
for man, and it must be true, 'unless' God is a 4e- 
ceiver, the s0ul itgelf an organized cheat. 

An the most gearching. question that can be 
,put to:a candid-and. intelligent doubter: of 'reve- 
lation is this4-Do., you not: believe - that a man 
1s made better. by becommg:a;Christian ? a'8ns 
cere, enlightened, whole-heavted 'Christian ?— 
Compare *snch a one with a cours, sensual, 
worldly, man, or with a refined and polished sel- 
fisgh person;—do., you not-believe that. man 1s, a 
purer, nobler, more exalted. being, if .his moral 
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8ens1bilities are awakened, -if he 18” always loyal 


to right, if he 18 honorable; kind, benevolent, dis- 
interested;'if he-reveres God; andloves his fel- 
lows, and lives for mmortality 2: Let the ques- 
tion be put to all' who hesitate Trespecting* the 
truth of 'Christianityy-Do you not/ believe that 
the world would be benefitted beyond conception 
if all men'should to-day become ' perfect Chris- 
. tians?. Would you not prefer to live.in the-8ocie- 
| ty of 8uch men? Would you not prefer that your 
child sbould grow, up.under 8uch:. influences and: 
become such a character? that your friends and 
kindred 8hould become 80? Bay, -have. you any. 
objection to being such a character yourself = 


What then will ye ou” "ap"ben. a character 


which you admire, whew a mis ab Wwck 1 persons 


tell you—We: owe every thn 


-1t-has filled our cravings, it has refined 
our Sritidolit, it. has uplifted | £ nd inspired. £ our, 
hearts, it has taught us how! to be” children of | 
God, how to bear sorrow, how. to. forgive. cus, 
foes; it has unsealed. our spiritual vision and dig- 


| elosed realities" in life—the highest realities—to to 


| which before we were: wholly blind. What will 


you 8ay, my / friends; to this Practical testimony 
for Christianity? Will you venture _ contend 


' 80 x6 Blotious, the religion itse isad 


wh. 1s, best in, | the moral. uniyerse, By bets al 
OT k ing 10/209 6 —_— al comvorn- 


*But on [ran ape hw, Coat treat its exist- _ 
_ ence as.A, power 'in .gociety, is ball the 
world: go back ? shall civilization lose what it has 


gained! 7 $hall the ideal of character which Chris- | 


tianity has painted before the human conscience 
fade. or.be scouted away ? Does progress lie in 
the direction of barbarism ? Ts the world'to reach | 
to 8uch a state of advancement . that selfishness 
will be found better than disinterestedness, and 


love meanerthan revenge, and sin more comfort- | - : 
able than redemption from 8m, and the idea of a; 
parental Providence less elevating than the con-' 
ception of a'stern necessity or senseless chance ?' 
Let no Christian be disturbed by the fear that 


the Gospel will perish until he has concluded 
that ya good is-.ephemeral and, doomed to die. 
«Heaven and. earth shall DAY away, but my 
; words shall not pass away.” Find any, thing 
better than the religion of Christ,-a system- bet- 
ter adapted "to liuman wants, a system which 
' contains truths and laws to which the ag 
_ instinets of: the purest minds are readily: attract-. / 
, ed—ita word, a 8ystem that efnteducate  - 
- acter'to'a' higher type than'that/ of 'the Gospel, ; 
$—and —_ it, come om a, wild gs. tribe 
{5 vie a , mg i be: found ceratchod on bark 


Chvietianity pas i into. the re ct as a Ft 
ion Lot bs ie past.. If the ſhormons « can point to it, 
"gladly be a Abrmvond 5 if the Turk can 


i *aban ning C Citi 


ns 


- Ands0 every benefit which the Goopel 


; rel. upon zociety,. every element of life- 4 hai 
inferred into civilization, every'great disinterest- 


ed character it has produced, every noble insti- 


tution'1t has projected, is qe evidence. of 
its reality, and strength. 

In exchange for gages like Socrates it has given 
to humanity 8ages like St. Bernard, for teachers 
like Pythagoras, teachers like Oberlin, for he- 


roes like Alexander, heroes like Howard, for the 
victories of Czar, the victories of Father Mat- 
thew, for speculators like . Plato missionaries like 
pag All that is, purest and mozt refined in our 
art. and our eloquence, all that is most cheering 
and elevating in” our literature, all that is most 
stable and comforting 'in' our philosophy, all that 
is most praigeworthy and beneficial in our society 
—the church, the school, the ministry , for. the 
poor, the missionary .post, the . abolition . move- 
ment, the temperance pledge, the asylum, the 
hospital, the charitable |sewing -cirele, the hun- 
dred-handed methods of modern benefiichce are 
blessings we have' derived from Christianity i in 
exchange for evils that once existed in their 


stead. Humamity once poor, blind, and scorned, ' 


| has 8lowly for centuries. been raising itself from 
| the dust, quickened by the words of Christ, 'and 


now as light is breaking. upon its brain, as new 
hopes and a new existence begin to gleam before 
it; we hear it uttering its sweet and earnest plea 
against scepticism, * Why, herein is a' marvellous 
thing, that ye know not whence this Jesus 1s, and 
yet he hath opened mine eyes.” 


& 


Hg. but it 18 ad in dusty. Mk ets Ne Hao | 


parchments, and besides it-18 not applicable to 4% | 


whole of Christianity, How much more. cheer- 


| ing and inspiring is the proof that 1s based on the | 
egsential divinity of perfect goodness, on the re- || 
generating influence that has been poured into || 
the heart of society from the recorded life and | 


character of JesusF- hb the fact that the most 
cultivated 80ul bows most reverently to his report- 
ed precepts;and can catch no glimpse of spirit- 
val truth tht is higher than his wordsy Can it 
be'that 8uch a record 1s fiction ? that what has 
been the source of all our great and substantial 
blessings is itself unreal, a forgery or a dream ? 


My friends, even if we could be convinced that 
it"is 80j if the four biographies of the Saviour 
Should ever be shown to be four variations of a 
delightful fable; if it should be proved that the 
| Christ,we.seem to 8ee in the misty distance of 
centuries: s walking among the poor, shedding new 
life.even.from his garment's hem into., paralytic 
| Souls, -gpeaking of the Father's mercy, and fan- 
' ning the spark. of love in human hearts, is an op- 
tical illusion;"if the story of the crucifixton—of 

the thorn-crown worn .80 patiently, of the dying 
FRO 'upturned in trust, and the hps parted by a 
fqrgiving prayer, be no more real than a vision 
{before some ancient poet's eyegstill in the name 
inf goodness and of conscience let us cling to it as 
j the best thing and therefore the truest which the 
| universe contains, as the ideal of human duty, as 


abandon religion with 1t, and- -gIve up our belief | | 
in God. For there can be no Atheism more / 
chilling | than that which Þ Permits : a man to say 
that the good i is not the true.” 


The splendid and convincing proof of the Gos- 
pel is the practical proof—our need of it and its 
adaptedness to - our deepest: need—the.. testimo- 
| ny that comes from the'great natures of all sects 
and nations and times, whose hearts it has mel- 
| lowed and whose minds it has blessed,—the tes- 
| tumony of martyrs who have died for it as their 
| most' precious treasure, the testimony, from the | 
| breasts where it has kindled the flame of prayer, 
| from. the affections. it has gupported in times of 

Sorrow, from the graves which faith has covered 
th. xoses and symbolical evergreen. No zoul. 
| 2 n uphtited | byits spirit h; has doubt- 
ath. What, then, is the extent of our 
belief jn, © attanity.? Thi  question js equiva- 
lenk.0.the-inquiny;iHow deeply -Aare our:hearts 
| nflaenced. by the Spirit-of *the Goespel ?.- If we 
fe its life within” us'we shall feel conscious of 
; truth, and yas | in proportion to our ingpira-. 


|a myth which must have its counterpart of real- | 
ity in 8ome portion of God's realm gra owe re- | 
ject it and 8ay that it is false and useless, let us | 


tion of 'its life will be the apt! of our faith. L 

"Faith in Chris—how much meaning is hidden 
in that phrase ! It implies a heart baptized i In 
the. 8pirit of the Gospel, a will, faithful to its 
laws, a sonl filled with the peace . of fellowship 
with the Redeemer. Every dismnterested act we 
do from the impulse of its law, every prayer we || 
offer to the Father it reveals, every pure emo0- 
tion we cherish from love of its great teacher | 
will strengthen our. conviction of its reality and 
worth. Without - the spirit. of it within, the || 


 greatest among us are blind.  'Happy is each |} 


one of us who can offer this proof of Christ's 
divimty—*He hath opened mine eyes.” —- ' 
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